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“TIME WELL SPENT” 

 

Wow, nine years of Joy in Life and one hundred Ministry letters later.  It seems like only 

yesterday my wife and I were talking about God’s plan and purpose for our lives.  We had just 

moved from California to Arizona.  We bought a new home, car, furniture and at the same time 

sent our daughter off to start her first year in college, so now God decides to call us into 

ministry? Go figure.  All we had to rely on, was the confidence of God’s call, my wife’s support 

and a little money from writing, retirement and a home we had recently sold. 

The step of faith was a very scary one and we were just not sure where the Lord was 

leading us and questioning why He was even taking us there in the first place. We are not the 

only one; I’m sure most of you ask the why question.  You know God has a specific plan and 

purpose (A better way) for your life and wonder where God is leading you and why He wants to 

take you there. 

That morning, despite our hesitation there was one thing we knew for certain, God 

loved us, so how could we go wrong by putting our faith and trust in Him?  Well, we couldn’t. 

We knew that no matter what we needed… God would provide it, and He has more than kept 

His promise.   

Life can be a long journey for many of us; but the good news is we have been given all 

the grace that is necessary to persevere day by day. Sometimes we ask, “Lord, how long can we 

continue on?” and the answer is always the same, “As long as I give you the grace to do so.” 

I am now retired and although the call of ministry might now be relegated to taking care 

of the puppy, meeting with friends at the dog park, cleaning, cooking, or playing golf, however I 

will continue to do the very best I can with a great attitude. I will especially enjoy writing the 

dailies and monthly’s, sharing them with you and loving every moment of it. 

 

SAMPLE: TODAY - YOU COULD NOT ASK FOR A BETTER FATHER... 

There is beauty in a God-guided life.  There is wonder in the feeling of being led by God.  Try to 

realize God's blessing and goodness more and more.  God is planning something good for 

you.  His ways are wonderful and beyond your knowledge.  His leading will enter your spirit 

more and more and bring you more peace and joy than you could have ever imagined.  Your life 

is planned and blessed by God.  You will show me the path of life; in Your presence is fullness of 

joy; at your right hand are pleasures forevermore.  Psalm 16:11 

 

We have been sending out e-mails daily with words encouragement, inspiration and 

Bible verses.  We are certain they will bless and keep you grounded through some trying times.  

If you know someone who needs a word of encouragement, please send us their e-mail address 

and we will include them in these daily words of inspiration.  
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“THE PERFECT STAIN REMOVER” 

“Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of 

refreshment may come from the presence of the Lord….” Acts 3:19    

Can you remember a moment when all things wrong were made right? 

God has a strange way of revealing things to all of us. I once spilled a glass of fruit punch all over 

the carpet and if any of you have done that you know how difficult it is to get the stain out.   I 

immediately jumped up to clean it before the stain set in and the whole carpet would have to  

be replaced.  I moved everything out of the way and tried blotting the spill with paper towels 

but that made it worse.  Then I got damp cloths and tried to remove it and that made it even 

worse.   

My next brilliant move was to get a brush and some carpet cleaner, I figured carpet 

cleaner should work like a charm, instead the stain spread even more.  It just wasn’t coming 

out.  Then, Aha! I bought a carpet shampooer, surely that would work and ran it over that stain 

100 times, no luck.   I tried so hard to get that stain out that my arms began to hurt and all I had 

managed to do was get tired and frustrated.  All of this work was getting us nowhere so I gave 

up trying.   

The next day I was at Wal-Mart and stumbled across a product called, Professional Plus, 

Red Dye Remover and right on the front it said; “Removes red dye and juice stains.”  Already 

frustrated I bought it, took it home and read the instructions, “Spray the stain then place a 

clean, white towel on the area and weigh it down and leave it there overnight.  Rinse well with 

damp, clean, white towel.”    

This sounded so easy that I was skeptical on whether it would work or not but I tried to 

remove the stain my way but it just wasn’t working, it just made it worse.  I figured at this point 

I had nothing to lose so I went ahead and applied it to the stain and went to bed.  The next 

morning when I got up I rinsed it with a damp, clean, white towel and to my amazement the 

stain was gone. This is not an ad for Professional Plus, it is an invitation. 

Let’s be honest, we all came into this world with a stain, only it wasn’t fruit punch, it was 

sin.  Many of us tried to blot it out by our religious activities, cover it up by our good works, or 

hide it by denying it existed.  The reality is the more we tried to remove sin and guilt, the worse 

it caused us to feel so we tried overlooking it, justifying it, or stepping around it, but it was 

always there.  As a matter of fact the harder we tried to remove it the worse the stain got. 

Here’s the deal we all have issues. Many of us have been stepped on, neglected, abused 

or soiled in some way.  We have all at some point needed cleansing from guilt and criticism.   

The truth is we all need help; we can’t clean ourselves just like that carpet cannot clean 

itself.  God Himself said in The Book of the Revelation Chap 21:5, “Behold, I make all things 

new.”  My friend there is only one Perfect Stain Remover and that is Jesus Christ and by 

applying His shed blood by death on the cross to your life your stain will be completely 

removed.  Who does not need to be cleaned and refreshed?  Who does not need a new start, a 

fresh touch of God in their lives? 

“…Though your sins be like scarlet, they shall be white as snow; though they be red like crimson, 

they shall be as wool…” Isaiah 1:18 
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