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HAPPY NEW YEAR 
 

On this doorstep of another year, we may have no idea what it will hold, but we 
have faith and assurance that God does.  That gives us the confidence to live each day 
with hope and great expectation. 

Here on the doorstep of this brand new year is a good place to reflect on our 
personal lifestyles and habits, to decide which are helping us develop Christian character 
and which are not.   

It’s a good place to choose Godly traits for our lives: integrity, courage, wisdom, 
and faithfulness.  It’s time to choose traits such as compassion and generosity that cause 
us to reach out beyond ourselves to others.  We want our lives to reflect contentment and 
confidence - Christian characteristics that are worked out in the practical, everyday things 
of life.   

This year and each day of this year choose 

Christian character! 
 

A MATTER OF PRIORITIES 
 

A.  A controversial bill to renew tax cuts for all Americans cleared a crucial, procedural 
hurdle in the Senate Monday, setting the stage for a vote on final passage later this week.  
 

B.  A South Korean official believes the North has been secretly enriching uranium at 
more locations besides its main nuclear plant, Reuters reports. 
 

C.  The Good Wife’s star Julianna Marguiles heats things up In January issue of Harpers 
Bazaar. 
 

D.  After 297 consecutive regular-season starts over 19 years, Favre ran into an injury he 
couldn't beat and sat down Monday night. 
 

E.  Could really use your help fertilizing their crops in FarmVille! 
I noticed their crops are a bit on the puny side because they haven't been fertilized yet... 
Won't you stop by their farm and help? 
 

F. “Have I not commanded you?  Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid nor 

be dismayed for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”  Joshua 1:9 
  
G.  “I am the Lord your God who teaches you to profit, who leads you by the way you 

should go.”  Isaiah 48:17 
  

SOME THINGS REQUIRE NO FURTHER EXPLANATION! 



DEALING WITH DEBT 
 

Nothing in the area of finances has so dominated or influenced the direction of 
our society during the last fifty years as much as debt.  It’s amazing when you consider 
that only a generation ago credit cards were unknown, car loans were a rarity, and 
mortgages were for military men who were getting their starter homes. 

Today it is not unusual for a young couple to owe nearly $170,000 within the first 
two years of marriage.  Why not?  If it’s good enough for the country, it’s good enough 
for the family, right? 

The only reliable source of wisdom is the Word of God.  Only by going back to 
the true source of all wisdom can we possibly hope to find the right balance today.  God’s 
Word tells us that His plan for us is to be debt free; and, even better, that we should be 
lenders rather than borrowers.  “The Lord will open for you His good storehouse, the 
heavens, to give you rain to your land in its season and to bless all the work of your 

hand; and you shall lend to many nations, but you shall not borrow”  (Deuteronomy 
28:12) 

Countless families give the false impression of being wealthy while drowning in a 
sea of debt.  God’s plan is for all of His followers to be debt free.  It’s time to put this 
debt thing to bed or better yet, just put it out of the house, it has no business there.  Those 
of you who are sincerely interested in getting rid of debt have already begun the process 
of doing so.  Those of you who have not can and will continue to struggle.   

I wrote an article called “Dealing With Debt” and it made the front page of the 
local paper. It made page one, not because I am a great writer, but because of the effects 
that debt has on people in our society today.  It’s a national epidemic that has snuck up on 
many of us a little at a time, and before we knew it, we were out of control.  I know in my 
heart that we can never really find genuine peace, joy, contentment, or have any sense of 
accomplishment, as long as we are slaves to debt. 

We have the entire “Dealing With Debt” article along with (RED) Rapidly 
Eliminate Debt posted on our website.  Those of you who wish to eliminate debt but do 
not have a computer, call or write and we will get a copy right out to you.   

    

RRRRapidlyapidlyapidlyapidly    EEEEliminateliminateliminateliminate    DDDDebtebtebtebt    

Advanced repayments plan – Stop all credit purchases and long term loans.  While all 
existing payments are being met, pay the smallest creditor off first.  When that is paid 

apply that payment amount to the second creditor.  When the second creditor is paid add 
the payments applied to the first and second creditor to the next creditor, and so on until 

all debts are paid!  The goal is changing all the RED into BLACK. 
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