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DIFFICULTIES IN LIFE 

 

You know we all go through difficult times and whether it be an illness, cancer, divorce, loss of 

job or the loss of a loved one we often find ourselves saying “Now what?”  Always remember, 

you are a survivor!  Regardless of what you are going through the healing process must always 

begin with hope.  Hope will get you through… hope will make tomorrow a brighter day… hope 

will bring healing.  Never give up hope and you will survive. 

 

Jeremiah 29:11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of 

peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope. 

 

These words of comfort were originally spoken to the Israelites living in exile in Babylon. God 

assured them that despite their present difficulties, He had plans for them--plans for them to 

prosper and be restored. We don't share that historical context, but God's promise remains: He 

knows of our struggles and is working to help us prosper, even when we can't see it. 

 

THE NEW NORMAL 

 

Is it just me or has the world taken a turn for the worse and society gotten a whole lot dumber 

than it’s ever been? I mean we can go all the way down the list and the things people are doing 

today border on the insane.  Where do we start? We can start with corrupt politicians, immoral 

public servants, Four Star Generals that commit adultery, pedophile educators, unethical business 

practices, waste fraud and abuse, socialist policies that only benefit the lazy and corrupt, sports 

heroes that dope, lie, then apologize, gun running operations and gun control.    

 

Budget deficits, debt ceilings, bailouts, cover-ups, violent movies and video games, same sex 

marriage, the decline of the family, public housing, protection for criminals, but abortion on 

demand, medical malfeasance and socialized health care, high unemployment. Food stamps, 

giveaway programs, obesity, sugary drinks, school lunch programs and I am just getting started. 

Does any of this make any sense?   

 

The debt ceiling and government spending Sixteen trillion in debt and the government still wants 

more of your hard earned money even though revenue is not the problem, spending is. It makes 

as much sense as having a flooded basement and rather than fixing the broken pipe you raise the 

roof.  

 

The budget (or lack thereof) is like running up a tab in a bar or casino and asking someone else, 

maybe your kids to pay it back because you know you never will. 
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Gun control, rather than punish those severely who possess weapons illegally or use them in a 

commission of a crime, or for that matter come into your home without your permission, which 

by the way is not a burglary but a home invasion or act of terrorism, should be locked up and put 

away. Instead we pass laws making it more and more difficult for legal gun owners to practice 

their second amendment rights. Death penalties for murderers should be strictly enforced and 

death penalties for innocent babies should not be tolerated and especially not paid for with tax 

money. 

 

Accountability in Government, business and sports for God’s sake people have the decency to 

step down from you position, get off of your high horse and accept responsibility for your 

actions. It’s should take more than a sobbing confession and an apology on Oprah. We have had 

it with the Kleenex and tears and demand that you be held accountable for your actions, just as 

we are. 

 

Entertainment so you have to make everything rotten, porn is an art form; you rail against 

violence yet promote it because there is money to be made. You will even stoop so low as to take 

children’s fairy tales, and turn them into a bloody action films. Not much sacred anymore. 

 

Welfare, public housing, food stamps, never in my life have I seen a society as willing as it is to 

depend less on God and more on Government. When I was growing up five of us stayed in a two 

bedroom nine hundred square foot home with one bathroom. My parents slept on a hideaway bed 

in the living room.  

 

There were no Government programs and school lunches consisted of peanut butter and jelly 

sandwiches brought from home in a brown paper bag and an apple. Every now and then we 

saved enough money to run up to Compano’s Hilltop market and treat ourselves to a candy bar 

and an RC Cola. You know what? Nobody died and we were not obese.  

 

So now we have remotes for our TV’s, phones you don’t have to get up to answer, escalators, 

elevators and every means of transportation known to man, excluding our feet, more technology 

than is probably healthy for any human mind, we have less playtime and more access to food 

than ever before and we have an obesity problem, go figure. 

 

We are getting to be delusional and think we look good in a 40 pant size. We forgot it used to be 

normal wearing a 29 and when those got tight, we were normal wearing a 32 then 34, 36, and 

now a 40 and rather than dealing with the fact that we are getting fat and unhealthy we 

rationalize our condition and make excuses for it. Now we are where we are with a whole lot of 

work to do in order to get back in shape.  

 

I am not a democrat, republican, libertarian, conservative, or a liberal, an activist, atheist or a 

person who is religious. I am a Christian, a rational thinker and a United States citizen whose 

only concern is what’s in the best interest of my family, my neighborhood, and my nation. I am 

neither an optimist or pessimist but a realist. 

  



Joy In Life 
 

Alex Tumparov – 14837 North 129
th
 Dr.  El Mirage, AZ 85335 – 623-476-8603 

emilsboy@hotmail.com or www.joyinlifeministries.com  

 

I look at what’s in front of me and form my perception in light of the word of God which is 

always consistent, always true and always in our best interest. 

 

What I see today is not only a nation but a world that has taken all of the good things a good and 

loving God has given, wadded them up in their stubborn little hands and threw them in the trash. 

It’s time to look in the mirror and you will discover the new normal is not very attractive.  

 

We are a train wreck waiting to happen if we don’t get back on track and start going in the God 

direction. My fear is that we already know that but have chosen the new normal as the track we 

choose to be on, it’s just a whole lot easier. 

 

Proverbs 14:12 
12 
There is a way that seems right to a man, But its end is the way of death. 

 

THE MASTER TAILOR 

 

“Listen to this, O Job: Stand still and consider the wondrous works of God.” (Job 37:14) 

 

The other night I had a dream, and in this dream, I saw a young man standing on a box wearing 

an ill-fitting suit.  A tailor was kneeling down on the floor attempting to hem up the pants, which 

were a little too long.  The young man kept moving around, fidgeting and becoming impatient, 

all because the fitting was taking so long.  The tailor suggested the boy stand still because he was 

creating for him the very best suit that money could buy. 

 

The tailor was very pleased with the design he had created and wanted to be sure that the suit fit 

perfectly, and the young man look and feel his very best.  The young man continued to fidget and 

eventually became so restless that the tailor purposely poked him with the needle to get his 

attention.   

 

The boy did not like that and got pretty upset with the tailor.  But the tailor was still determined 

to complete the design he had created.  He again poked the boy in order for him to stand still.  

When the boy finally stood still, the master tailor was able to complete the suit.  When the boy 

turned around and looked into the mirror, he was absolutely delighted in the wondrous work the 

tailor had done.  

 

Aren’t we a lot like that boy?  God, the Master Tailor, is trying to alter us into what He has 

created us to be: absolutely perfect.  Yet we constantly fidget and squirm, choosing to become 

restless and impatient.  Instead of allowing Him to do His work in us, we complain.  I have 

finally learned that if I want the Master to stop getting my attention by poking me, I had better 

stand still and allow Him to do what He does best, take old things and make them brand-new. 

 

Our job is to let you know how much God loves you.  

We would really appreciate your comments and prayer requests.   

“Much Joy in Life” 

 
  


