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HYPOCRACY (Do as I say… not as I do) 

 

What Jesus Said to the Leaders of His Day - From Matthew Chapter 23 

We do not see Jesus getting very angry too many times in the Bible, but when He, did it usually 

had to deal with the issue of hypocrisy. In the Book of Matthew beginning in verse 23, Jesus 

devotes one full chapter addressing this issue. Jesus spoke to a crowd of people concerning the 

hypocrisy of the religious leaders. This took a lot of nerve considering they were very powerful 

in the Jewish community but far be it from Jesus to be timid.  

He starts by reaffirming the authority of the leaders because they were the teachers of 

religious law and the Pharisees were the official interpreters of the Law of Moses. He 

encouraged the people to obey the Law of Moses which they taught. However He also cautioned 

the people not to follow their examples for they did not practice what they preached. They 

crushed people with unbearable religious demands and never lifted a finger to ease their burdens.  

Everything they did was for show. On their arms they would wear extra wide prayer 

boxes with Scripture verses inside, and robes with extra-long tassels. They loved to sit at the 

head table at banquets and in the seats of honor in the synagogues. They loved to receive 

respectful greetings as they walked in the marketplaces, and to be called ‘Rabbi.’ 

Jesus told them what God requires of a servant, “The greatest among you must be a 

servant. 
 
But those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will 

be exalted.” and then excoriates them with some severe admonitions advising them of the sorrow 

that awaited them for their hypocrisy.  

You see they asked people to do what they were not willing to do themselves. They shut 

the door of the Kingdom of Heaven in people’s faces. They faithfully did the required minimum 

of the Law, but ignored the more important aspects of the Law such as, justice, mercy, and faith.     

These Religious Hypocrites were so careful to clean the outside of their cup and the dish, 

but inside they were filthy—full of greed, envy, and self-indulgence! Jesus compared them to 

whitewashed tombs—beautiful on the outside but filled on the inside with dead people’s bones 

and all sorts of impurity. Outwardly they looked like righteous people, but inwardly their hearts 

were filled with hypocrisy and lawlessness. 

 

What Jesus Might Say to the Leaders of Our Day 

Thousands of years have passed since Jesus expressed His truth to the people of that time. We 

have come a long way since then. Automobiles, airplanes, computers, all of our modern 

conveniences and educational advances must have certainly changed Jesus’ perception of our 

leaders today. Let’s see!  

Today Jesus may have spoken to the citizens and leaders of the United States of America 

in this manner.  Citizens, the Executive, Legislative, and Judicial branches of Government are 

the official interpreters of the Constitution of the United States of America.   Therefore it is your 

obligation as citizens to practice and obey whatever laws they have on the books, however be 

careful not to follow their example.  
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For they don’t practice the very laws they expect you to follow. They crush you with unbearable 

regulations, create laws that are hard to follow and tie you up with heavy loads through taxation 

then place them all on your shoulders, but they themselves will not lift a finger to help you bear 

them. 

Everything they do is for show, wearing, robes, nice suits and carrying briefcases filled 

with all of the important things they need to accomplish for (wink) your good. They love to talk 

to the media and sit at the head of the table at fancy restaurants. They love to appear on talk 

shows and in seats of honor wherever and whenever possible. They love to receive respectful 

greetings as they walk through the city, and be admired and called sir, Senator, or Congressman.  

They put themselves above everyone else even though all of you are equal as brothers 

and sisters, equal citizens, no one more important than the other. In their position they should be 

behaving as servants that are willing to represent you, the people who give them the privilege of 

serving this country. Hypocrites! 

 

What Jesus “Says” to His Followers Every Day 

DON’T BE HYPOCRITES! Say what you mean and mean what you say. Trust in God, He is 

your Father, not the government. He is your Master and the authority and all of the rights you 

have come from Him. You were endowed by your Creator with certain God given rights among 

them being, Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness. Remember you were not endowed, by the 

Republicans, Democrats, or Independents. Nor by the Executive, Legislative, or Judicial branch. 

They are a gift from God.  

So do what is right, not for their sake but for God’s sake. Try not to act one way in public 

and another in private and be consistent in all you say and do. Stop trying to impress others with 

your clothes and your stuff (no one really cares). Love your country and pay your taxes. Be a 

good citizen, work hard, and raise your family in a proper way. Most importantly, never 

compromise your principles or be willing to give up your freedom.   

Obey the legislators of the law but for God’s sake don’t follow their example, even 

though they may consider themselves as your ‘leaders’ remember you have only one Leader, 

God Almighty. 

 

Some Good Advice - The Faithful Servant and the Evil Servant - Matthew 24:45 

“Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his master made ruler over his household, to 

give them food in due season? Blessed is that servant whom his master, when he comes, will find 

so doing. Assuredly, I say to you that he will make him ruler over all his goods. But if that evil 

servant says in his heart, ‘My master is delaying his coming,’
 
and begins to beat his fellow 

servants, and to eat and drink with the drunkards, the master of that servant will come on a day 

when he is not looking for him and at an hour that he is not aware of, and will cut him in two and 

appoint him his portion with the hypocrites. There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
 

“It’s important to listen to what people say, but even more important to watch in what direction 

their feet are moving.”  Alex M. Tumparov 
 

Our job is to let you know how much God loves you.  

We would really appreciate your comments and prayer requests.   

“Much Joy in Life” 


