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The Bible speaks of the duel destinies of mankind in Romans 6:23 – “The wages of sin is death 

(Our destiny apart from God’s Grace) but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our 

Lord” (Our inheritance by God’s Grace).  You see, it is not a result of what anyone can possibly 

do or deserve, no one can take pride or give credit to his or herself for doing something that only 

God can do.  

 

A friend and I were attending a wedding and at the reception we started having a great 

conversation about the world in general, which somehow turned into a conversation on spiritual 

matters. Israel, the Middle East, the return of Christ, death, Heaven and Hell, you know trivial 

matters. Somewhere in that conversation he stated he wasn’t afraid of dying and that he believed 

in an afterlife in Heaven, followed by “When I do die, I hope I will be ready for Heaven.”  

 

I have known this man for many years and have nothing but the deepest regards for him and his 

family. He is a good family man, who is honest and has great moral character. He is a hard 

working, and a responsible individual, who is strong in his faith and his core beliefs, very 

involved in his church and deeply rooted in its teachings. All around he’s just a real nice guy.  

 

The conversation continued on to other topics and we were enjoying the reception however, his 

statement kept ringing in my heart. “I hope I will be ready for Heaven.” The truth is none of us 

would be ready to die or be ready for Heaven apart from the saving Grace of God.  

 

Think back on your own life, the day that you turned over your life and submitted it to God, what 

had you done up to that exact moment that earned you God’s grace?  Did you pay for all of 

mankind’s sin, past, present and future?  Did you take mankind’s grief, suffering and pain and 

hang on a cross and die?  Then how can you take glory? 

 

Many Christians, like my friend, live life wondering if God loves them and truly has accepted 

them into His family.  What a horrible way to live, it is difficult to imagine children of God, 

flailing around with uncertainty when their sin debt has been paid in full and they are firmly and 

eternally planted into the family of God. 

 

We must understand Gods will for our salvation, (1Timothy 2:4) states “God desires all men to 

be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth.”   (2 Peter 3:9) says “God is not willing that 

any should perish but that all would come into repentance.” God wants us in His family and has 

made provision for our eternal salvation.  He paid such a huge price for that salvation that it is 

totally illogical to think that after shedding His blood on the cross it wasn’t because of His love 

for us. 

 

We must then take the initiative and believe in Christ and receive Him as our very own.  There 

must be a definite decision.  I remember the very day that I asked God to forgive me and asked 

the Lord into my life, I am now “assured” that I have passed from death to life. In 1 John 5:13 

John uses the phrase “that you know that you have eternal life.”  
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What does that mean?  Simply that God loved, God gave, we believe, we have, period.  He did 

not say I hope for or wish or might have.  He said, know, be assured of, confident in, and insured 

for all of eternity.  

 

Based on God’s wonderful word, we can know that we have eternal life.  It has nothing to do 

with feelings, but has everything to do with the trustworthiness of God.  He wants us saved and 

has done everything in his power through Jesus Christ to make that happen.  Once we receive 

Him, we can be assured that we are now in the family of God and our names are written in the 

Book of Life.   

 

All of the joys of Christian living as well as God’s mercy and forgiveness hinge on the principle 

of eternal salvation.  Ask yourself, when Christ died, which of your sins did He die for?  Which 

of your sins were forgiven when you trusted Him as Savior? Can the sins you commit after 

becoming a Christian cancel your relationship with the Savior?  Deal with the fact that in Gods 

heart and mind, forgiven is forgiven and because of the permanency of this promise, we are 

assured of eternal security. 

 

What is the vehicle necessary to experience all of the blessings that accompany eternal security?  

FAITH, it simply says, “Yes” to God’s free gift of eternal life.  Faith is our way of extending our 

hands and accepting God’s free gift.  You can never lose your salvation because it’s a gift and to 

return the gift the giver has to accept the return.  In this case the salvation that comes from God 

has a strict no return policy.  Once you become a Christian, you are always a Christian.  Christ 

came to seek and save the lost.  Why would he take back what he came to give? 

 

Ephesians 2:8-9 “For by grace (God’s unmerited favor) are you saved (delivered from 

judgment) through (your) faith; and this (salvation) is not of yourselves; (your own doing or 

your own striving) it is a gift of God.  Not of works, (the fulfillment of the laws demands) lest 

any man should boast.”   

 

 

If you are not sure you are ready, why not make sure now? 

 

Pray, “God I know that I am a sinner.  I know my sin will keep me eternally 

separated from you. I believe Christ died in my place on the cross and I accept his 

death as full payment for my sin.  I accept you as my Savior.  Thank you for saving 

me and at this moment in time assuring my eternal security, in Jesus name, Amen.”  

Now nothing can separate you from the love of God. (Rom. 8:37-39) 

 

Back to the question, “When I die will I be ready?” and the answer is, yes my 

friend, thanks to the Grace of God.  
 

 


